University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-13-1991

Colombia: Update On Peace Talks, October 1 November 7
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Colombia: Update On Peace Talks, October 1 - November 7." (1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/
7608

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 064101
ISSN: 1060-4189

Colombia: Update On Peace Talks, October 1 - November 7
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, November 13, 1991
Oct. 1: Interior Minister Humberto De La Calle told reporters that peace negotiations in Caracas
(Venezuela) would be resumed if the Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB)
would publicly renounce acts of terrorism and deny involvement in a Sept. 30 attack on former
Senate leader Aurelio Iragorri. [At least five persons were killed in the incident, including three
police officers. Iragorri was not injured. Following a statement by Iragorri that the National
Liberation Army (ELN) rebels were responsible, the government suspended the peace talks.]
Oct. 2: In response to suspension of the talks, the CNGSB issued a statement proposing a strictly
monitored and verified bilateral cease-fire to take effect Oct. 20 as a preliminary step toward
an eventual peace accord. The Coordinator condemned the attack on Iragorri, and criticized
the government for "taking the negotiations process lightly" as demonstrated by cancelling the
talks at a critical moment. Oct. 3: Coordinator spokesperson Alfonso Cano announced that the
CNGSB would not make unilateral concessions in order to continue the negotiations process.
He added, "As long as there is no cease-fire agreement, it is impossible to guarantee that there
will be no further violence." Oct. 4: During a press conference, President Gaviria rejected the
Coordinator's response to the Sept. 30 assassinations, and requested "sufficient guarantees" that
there would be no further assassination attempts during the talks as a condition for returning
to the negotiating table. Oct. 6: According to a report published by Bogota daily newspaper El
Espectador, the government stepped up negotiations with dissident rebel factions following the
breakdown of the formal talks. Included is the "socialist renovation" wing of the ELN, accounting for
approximately 15% of the organization's combatants. Oct. 7: FARC leader Ivan Marquez and ELN
leader Antonio Garcia denied that the Coordinator was the "intellectual author" of the assassination
attempt against Iragorri. Oct. 9: A joint communique sent to various media sources by several
ELN factions announced a unilateral cease-fire for the Oct. 27 elections. However, a statement
released by the CNGSB stated that any cease-fire on election day would have to be bilateral. A
government communique announced the possibility of resuming negotiations in Caracas with
the CNGSB. Oct. 10: Interior Minister de la Calle reiterated the government's demand that rebels
renounce terrorism against civilians in order to resume peace talks. The minister said a government
delegation has returned to Caracas to study the possibility of re-opening negotiations. Oct. 14: In
Cauca department, a faction of the EPL guerrilla organization released congressional candidate
Juan Jose Chaux Mosquera, who had been abducted Sept. 20. Chaux Mosquera was released into
the custody of church and human rights organization representatives. Oct. 16: Deputy interior
minister Hector Riveros Serrato cited the release of Juan Jose Chaux as a sign of good will on
the part of the rebels. Oct. 17: At a press conference in Bogota following meetings in Venezuela
with rebel leaders, the multi-party Public Order Mediation Commission (CAOP) recommended
that the government resume negotiations as soon as possible. Commissioners said the CNGSB
explicitly rejected attacks on political leaders and civilians. The CNGSB proposed an immediate
cease-fire and a temporary cessation of hostilities for the upcoming elections. Oct. 21: Rebel
leaders applauded the government's decision to resume negotiations the following week. Oct. 22:
Presidential peace adviser Jesus Bejarano officially announced the government's decision to return
to the negotiating table in Caracas. Oct. 23: President Cesar Gaviria sent Carlos Jaramillo and Tomas
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Concha to Caracas to set a date for resuming peace talks. The two are members of the government's
negotiating team. Oct. 29: Presidential peace adviser Jesus Antonio Bejarano told reporters that
the government and the rebel coordinator had agreed to resume peace talks on Oct. 31. A ceasefire agreement is the first item on the agenda, which also includes the issues of human rights,
paramilitary death squads and development of natural resources. The next round was scheduled to
end on Nov. 10. Nov. 5: In Caracas, CNGSB spokesperson Ivan Marquez told reporters of significant
progress in the current round of peace talks. He said an announcement by the government to
take action against paramilitary death squads was a welcome development. In a press statement,
presidential peace adviser Bejarano said the International Red Cross will not be involved in
monitoring the well-being of persons abducted by the rebels. Bejarano asserted that a cease-fire
agreement will be monitored and verified, but nothing less than unconditional release of abductees
will be tolerated. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/02/91; El Tiempo (Colombia), 10/01-03/91;
Notimex, 10/02/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/01-03/91, 10/06/91, 10/07/91, 10/09/91, 10/10/91;
Associated Press, 10/02/91, 10/11/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/14/91, 10/16/91, 10/17/91,
10/22/91, 11/05/91; Agence France-Presse, 10/01/91, 10/02/91, 10/04/91, 10/05/91, 10/07-09/91,
10/14/91, 10/16/91, 10/17/91, 10/21-23/91, 10/29/91, 11/05/91)
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